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Eindhoven, The Netherlands 

7 December 2004

Air for Sale on International Human Rights Day

First year students of Design Academy Eindhoven’s Man and Humanity Masters program are full of hot air. 

And it’s for sale starting 10 December - International Human Rights Day. 

To kick-off the 1-year project ‘airtrade,’ students will fill packages with Design Academy air and give them to 100 influential people around the world to initiate a global network of air exchange. 

‘Airtrade’ works as a global communication tool based on the principle that air and human rights are immaterial and have different meanings for different people, as well as being an element that all people share.

Each ‘airtrade’ package includes a set of capsules: one containing air from the Design Academy and a second for the recipient to fill and return to the Design Academy. Returned capsules will become part of the ‘airmuseum’; a collection of air samples from around the world created as a result of the project. 

Among the first 100 recipients are Prime Minister Jan Peter Balkenende, U.S. President George Bush, UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, the Dalai Lama, Nobel Peace Prize winner Wangari Maathai.
More information on the project and the list of the first recipients is available on www.airtrade.org.
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The 11 students involved with the project said that although air links all people (everyone breathes the same air and it’s the remaining commodity that all people share), in the context of human rights air becomes a comment on global consumption, the privatization of resources, pollution, inequality, communication and design.

The project is also personal. Student Cheng-Yi, from Taiwan said the project “is about empowerment: I want to let my friend in Taiwan know that he can collect his own air to express his situation, his circumstances.”

Student Nan Lin, from China said air can be “like a bridge- you cannot see it, but in fact it exists: Emotions come across through air.”

‘Airtrade’ is created in collaboration with Peruvian artist Jota Castro, a former UN diplomat who is now based in Belgium. He said human rights and air are “notions we all agree with, accept and know, but we are not confronted with on a daily basis.”

The 2-year Man and Humanity program is a course on humanitarian design and sustainable style.  Students in the program come from all over the world. One of Design Academy Eindhoven’s three Masters programs, Man and Humanity is designed “to anticipate change and respond to the industry’s need for a new generation of design based on social awareness, content integrity, human values and the sustainability of style.“

For more information, please contact:

Arlene Birt

Man and Humanity Masters student, Design Academy Eindhoven

arlene_birt@hotmail.com

+31 (0)6 55 90 44 28
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